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Wynn Lembright, vice president of student affairs, comforts freshman Mary K. Smith, sister of Betsy
Smith, following the memorial chapel service on Wednesday.

By Randy Kizer
Contributor
Two services were held
this week to mark the oneyear anniversary of the April
26 van accident.

Wednesday’s
remembrance chapel service was
a private ceremony for the
Taylor community and featured special music taken
from the memorial services
of last April.

Campus leaders such as
President Emeritus Jay Kesler, Campus Pastor Randy
Gruendyke and President
Eugene Habecker also returned to the podium.
“So where do we go from

Opinions:

By Megan Baird
Editor-in-Chief
Laurel Erb saw beauty in
everything, said her roommate, senior Abby Duncan,
recalling Laurel’s love of art,
sunsets, pottery – and even
ice cubes.
Freshman Dan Erb remembers his sister as a woman
who truly loved everyone
she met.
“She was such an example for me,” Dan said. “She
was always looking out for
other people. She had a
very strong sense of helping other people and not really thinking about herself as
much.”

The weekend before last
year's accident, Dan visited
Laurel at Taylor. She showed
him around campus and took
him to one of her favorite
haunts – the Modelle Metcalf
Visual Arts Center.
“We went down to the
art building and threw pots
for a few hours,” he said. “I
couldn’t do it; she was really
good. Mine always fell over,
and I got really messy. It was
a lot of fun, though.”
Dan also said Laurel had
remarkable faith, balancing
both her relationship with
God and her myriad other
activities well.
“She was always looking out for me,” Dan said.
“She was a great big sister. She was always looking

out for my best interest, even
[though] sometimes I didn’t
see it.”
Over the past year, Dan
has sought strength from
his friends and through
self-reflection.
“I just ... spend a lot time
thinking by myself about
stuff like this,” he said,
"But when I need to talk, I
have a lot of close friends
who are just willing to
listen and help me.”
Since the accident, Dan
has felt called to the mission field.
“I’ve seen how quickly
anyone’s life can go, cause I
know my sister was a Christian, and she’s in heaven
now, but there’s a lot of
people who aren’t,” he said.

He also revealed plans to
commemorate a new memorial prayer chapel next year.
On the anniversary of the
crash, a special public evening service on campus drew
a more diverse audience.
Thursday night saw the
chapel filled as members of
the larger Taylor community
attended the one-year anniversary service.
Student Body President
Brent Maher opened the evening with a prayer.
“We have been charged
with upholding their legacies,” Maher said. ”Their stories are ours to tell.”
For two hours, students,
friends and family members
paid tribute to the legacies
of Laurel Erb, Brad Larson,
Betsy Smith, Monica Felver
and VanRyn.
Many of the students
attending were veterans
of the previous year’s allnight vigil.
For the students studying
abroad last spring, the memorial services were a new
experience. They allowed an
opportunity for absent students to process the event
and grieve collectively.
The campus events also
brought back alumni, including many members of the
class of 2006.
The service ended with a
moment of reflective silence
as candlelight lit the darkened auditorium.
Following the service, the
twin lights of the Rice Bell
Tower were lit, and service
attendees were invited to stay
in the chapel until 2 a.m.
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Laurel Erb pets a kangaroo while studying in Australia through
Taylor's study abroad program.

“There’s been a lot of signs
that have been connected to
[missions], so that’s really

where I feel like God’s pushing me right now.”
More reflections on page 2

Update: Spencer's trial, coroner standards
By Lauren Free
Contributor
- Truck driver Robert Spencer’s attorney, Max Ludy Jr.,
was granted 4 thousand dollars to hire a crash analyst
to review the controversial
circumstances regarding last
April’s crash.
Spencer faces charges of
five counts of reckless homicide and four counts of
criminal recklessness. Spen-

News

cer, who fell asleep at
the wheel, had driven several hours more than federal
limit permits.
Spencer’s trial, assumed to
last about a week, is scheduled to begin Aug. 13 in Jay
County Circuit Court. It was
moved from Grant County to
Jay County in February due
to the media exposure prior
to the trial.
- Due to the misidentification

of sophomore Whitney Cerak and senior Laura VanRyn,
the Indiana House passed
Senate Bill 191 earlier this
month.
The bill has returned to
the Indiana Senate, where it
will either be accepted or dissented. If dissented, a conference committee will help
find a compromise.
The bill requires a coroner
to participate in a thorough
certification course and a

body’s identity to be verified
through the assistance of an
immediate family member,
DNA, fingerprint analysis or
dental records.
Current law says that only
deputy coroners are required
to receive training, and there
are no prerequisites for coroners besides living in the
county at the minimum age
of 18.
If the coroner does not accomplish the training within
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Memorial services honor
legacies of five lives lost
here? Let's not miss even one
opportunity to recognize the
gifts in people, their uniqueness and their giftedness,”
Habecker said. ”Let's practice loving each other more.
If we could learn to do this
better, that would honor in a
special way those who lived
so well among us.”
While many elements of
Wednesday’s chapel echoed
the memorial service last
spring, the impact of
more recent developments
was also evident.
Don VanRyn addressed
the student body in the first
official campus remembrance
since the identity mix-up involving his daughter Laura
VanRyn and sophomore
Whitney Cerak.
“Students, friends, may I
challenge you this morning
to keep the faith,” VanRyn
said. ”Keep the faith in any
circumstance, wherever God
may place you.”
James M. Harder, president of Bluffton University,
offered his condolences and
also thanked Taylor for the
assistance given during the
aftermath of the fatal bus
wreck involving the Bluffton
baseball team on March 2.
“I’m here today to thank
this wonderfully caring community of Taylor University
for how you have quite literally walked beside us,”
Harder said.
Concluding the chapel,
Habecker reflected in an
emotional speech.
“Their lives continue to inspire, continue to challenge
us,” Habecker said.

Students raise
awareness about
sex trafficking

six months of taking office,
the County Council would
be allowed to withhold the
coroner’s paycheck.
But
concern has also
been expressed that such
requirements might create financial burdens for
smaller counties.
* Information compiled from:
http://www.thestarpress.com
http://www.wane.com
http://www.fortwayne.com
http://www.msnbc.msn.com

Taylor
community
reflects on
April 26
“Momma B, how did you
love so many people so
well?”
- Jill Hamilton, senior, speaking of
Betsy Smith

“Laura, just want you to
know we haven't forgotten
you ... You added a lot to our
lives. Thanks for stopping by
... on your way home.”
- Donna Downs, professor of commmunication arts

“[The accident] makes you
put your whole life into perspective and think about your
family and what it would feel
like if you suddenly woke
up and your roommate was
gone.”
- Jessica Brooks, sophomore

“As a freshman, I honestly
was not sure exactly how this
week would feel. I have realized that I will never fully
understand what our school
went through last year. At
the same time, I have become
a part of this community and
it is hard for me to see people
I care about hurting. I realize that my role in all of this
is simply to be there for the
people I care about.”
- Brad Wetherell, freshman

“I just sat after the service
and watched everyone, and
it was so powerful ... to watch
... everyone love each other
and support each other.”
-Miriam Casey, freshman

Card-sender shows
compassion to
grieving families
Support for families of the
accident victims poured in
after April 26, 2006. Individuals from President George W.
Bush to an arbitrary blogger
from Singapore offered condolences and prayer.
But Jeanie Smith, mother of
accident victim Betsy Smith,
especially noted the cards the
family has received – almost
2,000 since the accident.
Enter Debby Stephens, a
Cedarville University trustee.
As Jeanie said, the students'
families “have no clue who
she is,” but Stephens has sent
each one a weekly card since
she learned of the accident.
Stephens, who began a
weekly card-writing ministry
five years ago by writing to a
hurting distant friend, sends
a new card to each of the 14
struggling families now on
her prayer list.
“If God puts them on my
heart, I get the address,” she
said. “I’ve felt so committed
to it because, I think especially with the deaths, everyone is there at the beginning and then people aren’t
there anymore.”
She feels especially connected to the four families.
“I can’t even imagine losing one of my children," she
said. “I think when [you] lose
a child at that age, you lose a
lot of dreams.”
- By Chrissie Thompson

N ews
Laura VanRyn

By Brittany Long
Contributor

After a few months, I am
still badly hurting. Sometimes I get frustrated that
things do not seem better,
but then I realize it is because my friendship with
Laura was so deep.
Even though I only knew
her for three and a half years,
it feels like I’ve known her
my whole lifetime. I was incredibly blessed by her and
our friendship, especially
our senior year.
Several times, when I wrote
in my journal, I thanked
God for her friendship and
how much it was growing. I
loved the way we would talk
about anything so easily, and
I knew she wouldn’t tell
anyone.
I loved going to bed at the
same time and just sharing
about our day and what God
was teaching us. Sometimes,
the whole bunk bed would
rock as she fell asleep, but I
didn’t mind. Chapel was a
different story, because Laura
would shake the whole row,
and I couldn’t concentrate.
I loved coming home
to the apartment and the
Dewey [off-campus house]
to hear Jewel or the Dixie
Chicks blasting and seeing
the whole place clean. Sometimes I felt guilty, but she

Monica Felver
By Megan Baird
Editor-in-Chief
“My mother was so beautiful,” Amy Atkins said of
Monica Felver. “Every second
I had with her I will treasure
forever. She was just a very
special mother and friend.”
With the first anniversary of the fatal van accident
on I-69, friends and family
members remember Monica as a woman who loved
and lived whole-heartedly.
“She had the biggest heart
[and was] funny, loving, honest, hard-working, understanding, a true friend and
someone who you wouldn’t
forget,” daughter Hope
Beckley said. “She gave more
than she took and would do
anything for you.”
Beckley said her mom consistently put others before
herself and “never would she
leave you without a smile.”
Monica also adored animals, taking care of her horses, according to Atkins, as if
they were her children.
“My mom’s favorite time

Brad Larson
By Mia Wales
News Editor
A stack of letters several
inches tall from Brad Larson’s friends, friends’ parents and teachers testifies
to David and Sherry Larson
about the legacy their son left
behind last April.
“We have so many accounts
of how much he loved the
Lord from the men on Third
East Wengatz,” Sherry said.
“He just dearly loved all
those boys. And he had some
… really strong friends that
continue to grieve for him as
much as we do.”
Brad had recently been accepted to law school at the
University of WisconsinMadison, where his brother,
Jeff, is completing a plastic
surgery residency program.
“Jeff truly grieves for
Brad’s absence this year,”
Sherry said “They would
have been together.”
Sherry remembers her son
as quiet, obedient, respectful
and loving. She saved a stack
of cards that Brad had sent to

News

didn’t seem to mind.
We went over to the Metro
[off-campus house] a lot to
play Up and Down the River
and listen to Ghetto Cowboy,
have pancake breakfasts or
hide from the storms.
Over J-term, Laura and I
snuck into the Metro base-

ment to do laundry, and we
felt so sneaky. Moose [senior
Scott Barrett] and Beej [Brad
Larson] figured it out later
that night, but the Metro
boys never knew until I
told them.
J-term of senior year was
my absolute favorite be-
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2006 graduate Brittany Long and Laura VanRyn pose for a picture
during their senior year spring break trip.

of the year was spring,”
Atkins said. “We loved to
go mushroom hunting. We
would see who found the
most. We always had so
much fun.”
Glenn Felver, Monica’s
husband, said Monica enjoyed her flower gardens and
the outdoors.
“Monica and I were childhood sweethearts who lost
track of each other, so I’ve
known her for years and
years and years and years,”
he said. “She wasn’t just my
wife; she was my life.”
Atkins remembers her
mother’s love of Elvis and
“her man” George Strait.
“She was just so much fun
to be around,” Atkins said.
“I even loved pulling weeds
and helping her with the
pond and gardening … we
would always have the best
talks while doing this.”
Atkins,
Beckley
and
Glenn credit friends, family
and God for helping them
through the trials of this
past year.
“Since losing her, I have
realized how much I truly
need her here,” Beckley said.
her over the years, and she
thinks of him whenever she
sees the Post-It note he left
on her mirror that says, “I
love you.”
When the Larson family
recovered Brad’s Bible, he
had a pen tucked into Psalm
139, where he had underlined verse 16:
“All the days ordained
for me were written in your
book before one of them
came to be.”
Sherry is consoled knowing Brad understood the
frailty of his life.
“I don’t like it, but I think
maybe God’s plan for Brad’s
life was … fulfilled even
though he was 22,” she said.
“I find a lot of comfort in
that, and I believe that his
death was ordained from the
beginning of time.”
Three months after his
death, the Larsons found
nine journals Brad had been
keeping since high school.
Reading Brad’s words has
brought comfort to the family and provided insight into
his personal life.
“He matured into a true
servant of the Lord. I didn’t
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“I was always with her. Some
have said that I was attached
to her hip. She made me who
I am today.”
The two women also said
their support network has
helped ease the pain of this
anniversary week.
“We will be spending most
of the week together, helping each other through the
week.” Atkins said. “It will
be very hard. Mom’s birthday is also on the first of
May, so we will have to support each other through this
time. We need each other to

cause it was basically just me
and Laura all the time. We
watched a lot of “The O.C.,”
played cards, ate at The
Grille, watched lots of movies and even played tennis
once. Neither of us had much
homework, so we were really
able to hang out without any
stress. I am so thankful for
those three weeks!
One time, Laura, Sara
[Schupra, 2006 graduate] and
I went to Tree of Life, and
Laura was convinced she
had thrown away her wallet.
The worker had to climb in
the dumpster until he found
her Grille bag, but it wasn’t
in there. Then we went to
Sara’s car, and there it was in
the back seat. Classic Laura!
She was so embarrassed and
said she was never going to
come back.
All these memories and so,
so much more have made my
last four years so joyful and
full of life. And while I am
still extremely broken, I also
realize how blessed I was to
have Laura Jean VanRyn as
one of my best friends and
roommate for those three
and a half years.
Her life has taught me so
much and her love truly imitated Christ's. I can’t wait to
play Nertz, basketball, tennis,
Kart, eat chips and cheese,
and just talk for hours one
day very soon.
What a glorious time that
will be!
be strong like Mom would
want us to be.”
Beckley expressed many of
these same sentiments.
“This is just a bittersweet
week for me,” Beckley said.
“This is the week when she
got her wings and got to
be with her mom, but it is
hard because she isn’t here
anymore.”
Beckley asks people to
“please never forget [Monica] and her love,” and
she thanks those who have
prayed for her and her
family members.
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A young family member sits atop Monica Felver's knees.

necessarily appreciate that
until after his death,” Sherry
said. “He has really set a high
bar for all of us in the family.
I think he accomplished more
as a 22-year-old than someone my age … who has been
given many more years.”
The Larson family cherishes many memories of
Brad. One of their favorites
is when he stood as the best
man in Jeff’s wedding.
“When I grow up, I want
to be just like my big brother,” he said as he toasted the
newlyweds at the reception.
Jeff returned the compliment at Brad’s funeral, saying that when he grew up,
he wanted to be just like his
little brother.
“You know, there certainly
has been anguish and confusion and heartache that
defies description,” Sherry
said, “but we are trying to
live what we know is true
and what we have always
professed to be true as Christian believers.”
In spite of her pain, Sherry
still attests to many “tender mercies” the Lord has
bestowed upon her since

Brad’s death.
In the days following the
accident, she prayed for the
Lord to deliver a Baltimore
oriole to her birdfeeder as a

Betsy Smith
By Chrissie Thompson
Associate Editor
For the family of Betsy
Smith, “normal” ended on
April 26, 2006.
Yes, the unexpected loss
of a precious daughter, sister
and friend turned their lives
upside down, but not even
their grieving process since
then has been what they
would consider normal.
Shortly after the accident,
Betsy’s sisters, freshman
Mary K. and junior Heidi,
tried to jump into their ordinary, busy lives. They experienced daily feelings of
loss, but only recently have
started to feel overwhelmed
by grief.
“Spring break and coming
back from that was the first
time that I truly fell apart,
as in couldn’t do anything,
couldn’t go to class … kind
of like the stage that most
people have after death,”
Heidi said. “Now that a year
is … over it’s like, ‘Wow, this
is for good.’ ”
Immediately after the accident, the sisters planned Betsy’s “Celebration of Life” service, while a group of women
fondly called “the managers”
stepped in to help the family, especially mother Jeanie,
through everyday life.
“When it first happened,
I couldn’t function,” Jeanie
said. “They got me up in
the morning. They laid out
my clothes. They’d take
me into the bathroom and
say, ‘Here’s your towel.’ …
When you’re in that kind of
a numbness, you can’t really
think straight.”
The year has contained a
series of “firsts” for the family to weather. Each event –
such as Betsy’s friends’ weddings – brings a whole new
set of questions for Jeanie.
“Are you going? Are you
not going? Are you taking
somebody with you? Are
you driving your own car so
you can leave?” Jeanie said.
“It seems like we all didn’t
come up for air until maybe
Christmastime … it was just
one thing after another.”
Heidi and Mary K. responded by heading into
summers that were as normal
as they could make them, but
the busyness did not stop
when they arrived at Taylor.
Heidi fulfilled her plans of
being co-director of Realife, a
ministry to youth in Marion,
just as Betsy had done.
In addition, she co-directs
Urban Exposure, serves on
the ASCED committee and
sign of his faithfulness. When
he sent her a peacock instead,
Sherry’s sister reminded her
of Ephesians 3:20: “Now to
him who is able to do im-

was a Youth Conference
small group leader.
Mary K. works with Realife, joined CREW this semester and plays intramurals.
Heidi does not regret how
busy she became at Taylor.
“I don’t think our emotions were ready to fully experience it yet,” Heidi said.
But the emotions are running stronger than ever for
the girls, who are spending
the anniversary weekend
in Chicago with their family and Betsy’s friends, an
arrangement Heidi said the
Smiths agreed upon to give
father Dan and Jeanie something to anticipate and plan.
“That would be easier than
all of us being at home or all
of us being [at Taylor],” Mary
K. said.
And, Heidi added, Betsy
would not want them to celebrate by sitting around and
being sad.
Through tears, Jeanie described the most difficult
part of her grief.
“As a believer, knowing
that Betsy is with Jesus is incredible,” she said. “But as a
parent, knowing that I will
never see her again until I die
is terrible.”
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Betsy Smith, pictured here on a
beach.

Remembering the support
system God raised up for the
Smiths helps Jeanie cope with
questions about where God
was during the accident.
“I make a choice to think
about that,” she said. “When
I ask why, I'm not going to
get an answer.”
As Mary K. remembers her
sister’s legacy, she said she
almost feels Betsy was the
perfect person to bring glory
to God through the accident.
“I feel like Betsy impacted
so many people, obviously,
and I think through her death
God was definitely glorified,” Mary K. said. "If she
knew that one person would
come to Christ through her
death, she would have willingly given it, and she still is
having an impact.”
measurably more than all we
ask or imagine …”
Sherry now uses the peacock to represent her faith
journey since Brad’s death.
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Brad Klaver ('06), Thad Fennig ('07), Brad Larson, Stephen Downey ('06), Jordan Hawkins ('06), Ross
Chapman ('07) and Luke Boyers ('05) get their thug on.
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Advocates for the abused: victims of sex trafficking
Students discuss the exploitation of women, children at home and around the world
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Shared Hope International, an organization dedicated to the protection of at-risk women and children, also has a side project called "Predator Project," dedicated to investigating, uncovering and punishing sexual predators.

By Lani Hartshorn
Contributor
and Christine Allen
Staff Writer
Broken bones and jaws,
cracked skulls, forced abortions, strangulation, starvation and water deprivation
are realities for approximately 600,000 to 800,000 people
every year.

These 600,000 to 800,000
people, according to the U.S.
Department of State, are annually trafficked around the
world for sexual purposes;
80 percent of these people are
children and women, over
half of them under the age
of 18.
Sophomores Lani Hartshorn and Alysa Newsome,
junior Ryn Wolfe and senior

Sarah Hightower, as part of
the class Unleashing the Oppressed, presented the horrors of this issue Tuesday
night, hoping to inform the
campus about sex trafficking
and what students can do to
help its victims.
Sex trafficking has concerned Wolfe for years, and
she was glad to study the issue further for this project.

“I began to realize at a
greater level how widespread human trafficking really is,” she said. “My heart
truly aches for the women
and children that experience
this form of social injustice
and oppression.”
Newsome,
Hartshorn
and Hightower found their
research of this topic heartwrenching and disturbing.

“Things are done to these
women and children that
are so horrible and gruesome that no one should
even have to hear about such
abuse … yet these women
and children live through it,”
Newsome said.
According to Kevin Bales,
author of “Disposable People,” violence and threats
keep the girls in their state of
slavery. Pimps will often use
the girls' families as leverage,
threatening to kill them if the
girls do not cooperate.
Women and children are
often tricked into these conditions by the promise of wellpaying jobs and opportunities. These dreams and hopes
are quickly shattered, as the
girls taken into captivity experience repeated beatings
and rape.
Sex trafficking is the third
most profitable illegal industry in the world, netting $7
billion to $19 billion a year,
according to the 2006 T.I.P.
(Trafficking in Persons) Report from the U.S. Department of State.
Although conditions in
lesser-developed countries
are ripe for the manipulation
of women, many economically developed countries, such
as Australia, Great Britain,
France and the United States,
hold responsibility for the
growth of trafficking, according to Shared Hope International, a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping sex
trafficking victims.
As many as 50,000 women
and children are annually trafficked into the United States,
with 300,000 children exploited in the U.S. alone each year

through pornography and
sexual abuse, according to
Shared Hope International.
In response, the United
States government has established laws to help victims
of trafficking and prosecute
their perpetrators.
Student presenters have
found their newfound knowledge of the topic has inspired
them to take more action.
“I know I will take what I
have learned and find more
ways to bring justice to the
helpless victims of this degrading form of modern slavery,” Wolfe said.
Students interested in stopping human trafficking can
get involved with initiatives
committed to stopping demand for pornography and
prostitution. One such initiative is the Stop Demand Foundation, whose Web site, www.
stopdemand.com, states, “We
could end it tomorrow if demand stopped today.”
Another initiative, Bound
4 Freedom, provides a local opportunity for action.
Founded by college students
from Anderson, this organization meets Sunday evenings at Exit 59 church to
create homemade journals
to sell. The proceeds from
journal sales go to victims of
sex trafficking.
To learn more about trafficking or helping its victims,
email
lani_hartshorn@taylor.edu or visit Shared Hope
International's Web site at
www.sharedhope.org.
This article is the first of three
in a series focused on the Unleashing the Oppressed class research projects.

Student reflects on life-changing effects of accident
By Tamara Shaya
Contributor
Sometimes we think we are
too busy to spend time with
people. There’s always more
to do: finish a paper, clean
the room, run errands, study
for a test – the list could continue forever.
I’ve always been the type
of person who likes to keep
busy. As a 20-year-old college
student, my daily schedule
was filled with meetings with
administrators,
leadership
positions, community service
activities and more.
Often my day started at 9
a.m. and ended around 2 a.m.
When my friends came into
my dorm room expecting a
long chat, they were often disappointed by my constantlylarge workloads. My whole
world consisted of checking
items off a list.
I often wondered if I would
ever get a break. But then a
voice inside my head said
since I had achieved so much
at a young age, I should continue this lifestyle.
Some of the girls in my
dorm started to notice I was
often gone all day. Then my
roommate burst into tears
one evening. I was tired and
didn’t feel like talking to her.

How could someone
so pure die at the age
of 22, and more importantly, how could
I have ever thought
I was too busy for
people?
“We’re never going to be
friends if you continue to be
so busy,” she said.
I responded that I enjoyed
being independent and get-

Features

ting involved in many campus activities. Although the
conversation finally ended
at 2:30 a.m., I knew it wasn’t
really resolved. How could I
help it if I had so much going on? There was nothing I
could do about it. She needed
to get over it.		
It was 10:45 p.m., and I had
a paper due the following
day. Sitting in the library, I
typed about the art of rhetoric. I heard the squeak of a
chair next to me.
“Hey girl, how are you?”
someone next to me asked.
I turned to see Betsy Smith
staring at me. I had met Betsy
two years earlier; she loved
hip-hop, inner-city ministries
and Africa. Her wide smile
made me happy, and we began to talk.
After 40 minutes of conversation, I thought to myself,
“I’m too busy right now. I’m
exhausted and just want to
finish this paper.”
But there was something
about her demeanor that
made me want to keep listening. The library was closing
in 15 minutes, and Betsy and
I said our goodbyes.
“I’m excited to see where
you’ll end up one day, Betsy. You’re going to do some
amazing things,” I told her.
She smiled sweetly, thanked me and gave me a hug.
About two weeks later, my
friend and I were at a professor’s house conducting a
video interview.
Afterwards, we stopped
at a local coffee shop, where
some friends told me a terrible accident had occurred involving some Taylor students
and staff.
A truck driver had fallen
asleep on the road, killing

five people and injuring others. I waited hours to hear
the names of the victims,
hoping and praying I didn’t
know any of them.
And then it happened – I
heard the words that changed
my life forever.
“Those involved in the accident include … Betsy Smith.”
When I first found out, I
was horrified, shocked and
disgusted. How could someone so pure die at the age of 22,
and more importantly, how
could I have ever thought I
was too busy for people?
Only a few weeks earlier,
I had had the opportunity to
spend time alone with Betsy.
This incident made me process my lifestyle.

I’ve learned at a
young age how
precious life is, and
although losing Betsy
was one of the
hardest things I’ve
experienced, I’m
grateful to have been
taught one of the most
important lessons I’ve
ever learned.
I came to the conclusion I
had to start caring more about
others. When someone walks
into my room, no matter how
busy I am, I will stop what I
am doing and listen. My life
should not be consumed with
meetings and getting good
grades; I can take time for a
movie with friends.
Those days after Betsy’s
death were hard. A year later,
it still feels like a bad dream
from which I’ll eventually
awaken. I have learned a lot
about myself – my grieving
process and my mentality.
Thinking I was too busy for

people almost cost me the
last time with a friend.
I promised myself I would
never go back to living life
that way, but for some reason,
the mindset always seems to
try to creep back. Life doesn’t
seem to stop. Papers are still
due, meetings still exist and
work still has to be done.
It’s easy to give up spending time with people to get
my agenda accomplished, but
I’ve realized it’s not worth it.
If I ever start to think that my
schedule is more important
than spending time with others, there’s a picture of Betsy
on my wall to remind me

how lucky I am to have had
her in my life.
I’ve learned at a young
age how precious life is, and
although losing Betsy was

one of the hardest things I’ve
experienced, I’m grateful to
have been taught one of the
most important lessons I’ve
ever learned.

Ia n M emorium
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The Taylor Community:
To you I offer my thanks
and my encouragement. I
cannot imagine what it would
have been like to face last
spring without the constant
prayers and encouragement I
received from you all.
Due to the friendships that
were developed and my faith,
which was nurtured during
my four years at Taylor, I was
able to face the darkest days
of my life and know that I
was not alone and that God
was in control. Thank you for
being the body of Christ.

Laura:
I miss you. I miss your
smile, your laugh and your
pigtails.
Thank you for always helping me put things in perspective. You showed me what is
truly important in life. I am
so thankful that when I think
about the time we spent with
one another, all I can do is
smile. My senior year would
not have been the same without you.
Thank you for the countless
nights playing Kart and Up
and Down and eating chips
and cheese, and for all of
the pancake Saturdays. You
brought so much joy into my
life. I will always remember
carving pumpkins, putting

c

up Christmas trees, baking
cookies and staying a couple
of extra days into Christmas
break because we were having too much fun to leave.
More importantly, thank
you for showing me how to
care for those around me.
Thank you for showing me
how to be a good friend and
for helping me realize my
relationships are more important than my grades or my
career. You saw the best in me
and always helped to bring
it out. Thank you for your
friendship, Laura; I will never
forget how special it was.
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I would like to leave you
with two things as we continue to move forward: The
first is that God is unchanging and constant. The God we
worshipped last April 25 is
the same God we worshipped
April 26 and still worship
today. He is no less awesome
or loving, and he is certainly
no less of a savior because of
the events of last year.
The following verse has
been a great reminder for me.
Psalm 62:5-8 says, “For God
alone, O my soul, wait in
silence, for my hope is from
him. He only is my rock and
my salvation, my fortress; I
shall not be shaken. On God
rests my salvation and my
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glory; my mighty rock, my
refuge is God. Trust in him at
all times, O people; pour out
your heart before him; God is
a refuge for us.”
Although this past year has
been tough, it is comforting to
know we have a God who is
big enough to be our refuge,
but personal enough to know
our need.
The last thing I will say is
that Brad and Laura, as well
as the others who were killed
in the accident, lived lives
that were honoring to God.
They put him first in their
lives, and as a result, we were
all able to see the fruit that he
produced. It is my prayer that
over the next year we will
continue to seek God together
and grow more in love with
him so we will be able to impact God’s kingdom as Brad
and Laura did.
I received an email from
Mark VanRyn, Laura’s
brother, this past summer.
As he concluded the letter he
wrote, “Live with a purpose.”
Taylor, as you finish up the
school year and move on to
whatever God has in store for
you, may you also live with a
purpose.
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John Lennon said, “Life is
what happens to you while
you’re busy making other
plans.” Few statements hold
as much truth.
My junior year of college
was one marked by many decisions, the most crucial being
whether or not I would be able
to live off-campus with three
of my closest friends.
If I could describe us as a
group, I would say we are a
variety of personalities who
have hauntingly similar beliefs and passions. Abby
[Duncan, senior], Liz [Franz,
senior] and Laurel [Erb] were
at the core of this group.
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b: Laura VanRyn and Elizabeth Burgess ('06) relax during spring
break 2006. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Burgess
c: Accident survivor Vicki Rhodes watches Wednesday's remembrance
chapel service. Photo by Timmy Huynh
d: Nate York spends time with his girlfriend, Laurel Erb.

Photos courtesy

of Ellen Koch

e: Brad Larson, known fondly as "Beej," shows the camera who is
boss. Photos courtesy of Sherry Larson
f: Betsy, Mary K. and Heidi Smith share some sister time on the
beach. Photos courtesy of Mary K. Smith
g: President Eugene Habecker and Bluffton University President
James Harper share the podium during the remembrance chapel
on Wednesday. Harper thanked Taylor for its care during Bluffton's
recent, similar tragedy. Photo by Andy Marston
h: Monica Felver, mother of three daughters, shares in wedding festivities. Photos courtesy of Hope Beckley
i: Sara Schupra ('06), Laura VanRyn and Elizabeth Burgess fellowship
during spring break 2006. Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Burgess
j: Scott Barrett hugs a classmate after the remembrance chapel on
Wednesday. Photo by Timmy Huynh

In Memorium

Betsy lived what she believed. The best thing we can
do to honor her life is to love
God passionately and others
selflessly. Betsy left a legacy
with all of us. She was the
type of person to whom talk
means nothing. She was a
doer, and she wasn’t happy
until she was pouring her life
and God’s love into someone else.

Betsy’s servant-heart came
from a much deeper place
than just wanting to make
people feel good. She struggled with insecurities just like
anyone, yet unlike the rest of
us, she chose to forget herself
and completely put her faith
in God’s strength, despite
sometimes being at the end of
her rope.
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a: Don VanRyn hugs Newell Cerak during the remembrance chapel on
Wednesday. VanRyn cared for Cerak's sophomore daughter Whitney
as his own for five weeks after the accident before discovering her
identity. Photo by Timmy Huynh

How do you fit four years of
knowing Betsy into five minutes? You can’t, but I can describe her impact on our lives
in one sentence: Betsy Smith
was infectious.

In fact, a trip to the dining
commons for Betsy was never
under two hours, because she
had to make sure that everyone there was having a good
day. If someone wasn’t, she
figured out what she could
do to fix it. I’m pretty sure
we had more fried egg sandwiches, quesadillas and cups
of hot chocolate or coffee past
2 a.m. than is good for any
healthy person.

I miss you and trust that
you and Beej [Brad Larson]
are livin’ it up.
Jordan (Hawkins)

Yes, she worked in so many
different ministries on campus; yes, she impacted so
many different lives, but one
thing I never realized was that
I was a part of her mission
field. It wasn’t just children
in Marion, or people in South
Africa. It was us. Her mission
field was everyone she came
in contact with, and whether
we realized it or not, she made
just as much of an effort with
the people she lived with as
she did with anyone.

Her smile was infectious, her
joy was infectious, her love for
God and her compassion for
his people were infectious. No
one in the same room as she
was could ever get away with
a frown.

k

Jordan Hawkins
2006 Graduate

Psalm 86:11-13
Teach me your way, O Lord,
and I will walk in your
truth;
give me an undivided
heart,
that I may fear your name.
I will praise you, O Lord my
God, with all my heart;
I will glorify your name forever.
For great is your love toward
me;
you have delivered me from
the depths of the grave.

Beej:
My first inclination is to say
you have missed out on so
much. I cannot begin to tell
you how often I wish you
could have been here to share
the last year with me. Laughing without you just isn’t
quite the same.
However, I have a feeling
that were we to talk, you
would probably tell me that
I am in fact the one who is
missing out, and then we
would argue about it.
It is strange to think this
is the first year I have lived
in which you are not are
significant part of my daily
life. You were there for every
milestone or achievement,
and if you were not directly

involved, you were always
encouraging me.
It has been difficult with
you gone, but I am so thankful for the time we had together. God gave me the honor of being able to call you
my friend, and I am a better
man because of you. Thank
you for being a constant example of what it looks like to
be a young man committed to
living a life that brings glory
to God. Even though you are
no longer here to keep me in
check, you have left a mark
on me that has challenged me
daily to live a purposeful life,
and for that I am eternally
thankful.
I love you and miss you.
Yord (Jordan Hawkins)
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Astoundingly, all four of us
made it off campus. I remember driving through Upland
with Laurel, trying desperately to find our future landlords’
house so we could drop off
the cash deposit for our new
off campus home.
As I anticipated senior year,
I approached my coursework
with more enthusiasm while
trying to enjoy what was left
of my dorm experience.
Then came April 26, the
day my entire outlook on life
changed, as did my plans for
senior year.
One of my suitemates burst
into my room, saying there
had been an accident, and
students were heading to the
chapel to find out what had
happened.

In Memorium

I walked briskly as I joined
girls from my wing in making
our way across campus and
filing into the auditorium. At
that moment, I remembered
Abby had mentioned Laurel
had gone up to Fort Wayne
with some banquet workers
and would not return until
later that night.
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Time really wasn’t an issue
for Bets. Not that she didn’t
make good use of her time,
but her priorities were loyal
to her relationships and ministries. In fact, I think that she
was involved with every ministry on campus, and even a
few that don’t formally exist.
She skipped classes to go to
meetings, skipped meetings
to be with people … but she
would never skip a chance to
love on someone.

Betsy Smith is unforgettable,
and more than anything, she
has changed the perspectives
of those who know her best.
She was about connecting
people. Look around – one
person brought all of us together by living out her passion for people. I can only
imagine the jig that she’s doing in heaven right now, looking down upon us.
Thank you, Betsy, for all the
laughs and all the memories.
Thank you for rides in “Old
Blue,” thank you for mass
emails, thank you for gangster walking, thank you for
shout-outs, thank you for latenight meals, and thank you
for giving us an example to
strive after.
I speak for all of Taylor when
I say we can’t wait till we can
holla back at you.
We love you so much, Bets.
By Lance Stockton ('06), Matt
Rush ('06), Pat Breen ('06), Bryan
Beeh ('05), Christine Reeves, Katie
Brose ('06), Courtney Little ('06),
Jessica Brummer ('06), Blake Orlando ('06), Julia Waterman ('06), Jill
Hamilton ('07), Sharde Armstrong
('08), Laura (Scott) Goley ('06), Jess
Cuthbert ('06), Zack Barker ('06),
Derek Kamwesa ('06), Anthony
Lee ('08), Andre Payne ('08), Travis Smith ('07), Autry Watkins ('06),
Amy Shortenhaus ('06), Emily Dye
('06), Drew, Adam Dolce ('06)
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As I made my way to a seat
in the chapel, I realized Laurel
had not come back. I pictured
the unsigned note Laurel had
left on the dry-erase board
hanging on her and Abby’s
door that morning: “Gone to
Fort Wayne, see you tonight.”
For reasons unknown to me,
God has granted me another
year of life, which I have partly used to reflect on the loss of
my friend Laurel. I do believe
that time inevitably heals, but
certain things still have the
power to overwhelm when
enough time is taken to think
deeply about them.

k: Sophomore Jonathan Goble spends a moment in silence before
performing with the Taylor Chorale during the remembrance chapel
on Wednesday. Photo by Timmy Huynh
l: Candles light the stage of Rediger Auditorium in remembrance of
those who passed away on April 26. Photo by Andy Marston
m: Laurel Erb, an art major, spent her days capturing the beauty of
God's creation. Photos courtesy of Abby Duncan
n: President Emeritus Jay Kesler comforts President Eugene Habecker
after Habecker's emotional address at the remembrance service
Wednesday. Photo by Timmy Huynh

I still have the memory of
Laurel, a vibrant woman of
the Lord who loved and lived
her life to its fullest. She was a
person who chose to care and
allow her love for Christ to
spill into the lives of everyone
she met.

o: Monica Felver enjoyed spending time outdoors with her menagerie
of animals. Photos courtesy of Hope Beckley
p: Hayes House girls Katie Brose, Courtney Little, Betsy Smith, Jessica Cuthbert and Laura (Scott) Goley make Betsy queen for the day.
Photos courtesy of Mary K. Smith

q: Brad Larson stands on top of the world.

Photos courtesy of Sherry Larson

Laurel has left an amazing
legacy, an example I will strive
to follow.
By Leslie Leak
Associate News Editor

q
Layout by Timmy Huynh
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Gere makes audiences believe in 'The Hoax'
By Josh Porter
A&E Editor
Overrated movies, such as
“Chicago” and “Runaway
Bride,” seem to define Richard Gere’s career.
It’s about time he made
a movie that genuinely deserves its accolades.
“The Hoax,” directed by
Lasse Hallstrom, is set in the
early 1970s and tells the true
story of struggling author
Clifford Irving’s (Richard
Gere) fraudulent biography of billionaire Howard
Hughes. Irving told his publishers Hughes had contacted
him specifically to write the
biography, referred to as “the
book of the century.”
In reality, Irving made the
whole thing up using a variety of tactics, from forging
letters to stealing documents
to impersonating Hughes’
top men in recordings.
The beginning of the film is
rather slow, but picks up immediately once Irving begins
his fraudulent masterpiece.
With his researcher Dick
Susskind (Alfred Molina) in
tow, Irving gathers sensitive
information on Hughes by
committing one felony after another. Dozens of close
calls and some superbly
convincing performances by
Gere and Molina make these
scenes thrilling to watch.
The makers of “The Hoax”
could have settled for a decent and informative thriller,

Photo courtesy of rottentomatoes.com

"The Hoax," starring Richard Gere, Alfred Molina and Marcia Gay Harden, was released in a handful of theaters April 6 and expanded into
over 1 thousand theaters April 20. The film received an R rating for language.

but the added layer of psychological depth is what
makes the film memorable.
In order to maintain his lies,
Irving essentially has to make
himself believe them.
Irving mentally pieces together true events to form
his lies, providing incredible
insight into the mind of a liar.
“The Hoax” does a fantastic

job of showing Irving’s process of rationalization. During Irving’s more impressive
lies, the film shows the audience how he draws from real
experiences in his life to formulate his lies.
In one scene, Irving’s wife
(Marcia Gay Harden) wants
to leave him because she
thinks (correctly) he’s cheat-

ing on her. Irving fabricates a
story about going to his mistress’ apartment and kissing
her, but recoiling physically
and running out of the hotel.
During this lie, the film
briefly explores Irving’s
thoughts as he recalls two
previous scenes – both of
which happened on unrelated occasions – in which

he physically recoils and in
which he runs down a flight
of stairs.
Dozens of similar scenes
reach into the con-artist
psyche, and they do so more
effectively than any movie in
recent memory.
Gere deserves attention for
his performance. He rises to
the challenge of performing

this realistic, multi-dimensional character. Irving visibly becomes more mentally
unstable with every lie he
tells, and Gere perfectly displays the character’s transformation from arrogance to
desperation to delusion.
Molina is also worth mentioning. Susskind is not
nearly as skilled a liar as Irving and acts as the voice of
reason through his reluctance
and apprehension.
He also provides some of
the more chilling moments.
While Irving boldly leads
the way in the pair’s various criminal acts, Susskind
provides an element of terror
with his panic-stricken demeanor. They are an exciting
pair to watch.
My major gripe with this
movie is while Irving’s expert thievery is fun to watch,
his character never becomes
likable. It’s difficult for viewers to invest in a movie when
they can’t side with its main
character. Irving’s actions are
despicable, but the producers should have made some
attempt at getting the audience to empathize with the
character.
But “The Hoax” is by no
means boring. It offers some
genuine thrills, one of the
most accurate portraits of a
compulsive liar in recent film
and a fascinating glimpse
into literary history.
Movie Rating: 8.5 out of 10

New NBC comedy arrives Musical biographer speaks up
Steve Turner is a
British music journalist and has authored
numerous best-selling biographies on musical
icons, including Johnny Cash, Marvin Gaye and
Van Morrison.

By Josh Porter
A&E Editor

NBC knows comedy.
Shows like “The Office”
and “30 Rock” are network
hits, and the fact that “ER”
is still airing new episodes is
also quite humorous.
But NBC, and television in
general, was missing a quality improvised stage comedy
show – until three weeks ago
when “Thank God You’re
Here” premiered.
“Thank God You’re Here”
is a one-hour show where
four celebrities compete in a
battle of improvisation. Each
person is given his or her
own scene – unknown until
he or she arrives onstage – to
perform onstage.
After each celebrity performs in front of judge
David Foley (“Scrubs,”
“Cars”), all four of them perform a scene together, and
Foley decides a winner. The
victor receives a “Thank God
You’re Here” trophy, the
value of which is estimated
at around $18.
It’s a great premise, but
like most improv shows, it
relies heavily on the actors
and actresses. The performers change with every show,
which is part of the show’s
appeal. Few A-list celebrities make an appearance, but
television personalities like
Jason Alexander (George
from “Seinfeld”), Tom Green
and Kevin Nealon are well
worth watching.
But guests like Shannon
Elizabeth and Richard Kind
spend their stage time standing awkwardly and totally
speechless, proving that not

By Megan Baird
Editor-in-Chief

Q: Which came first: your love of music
or your love of journalism?
A: I always loved reading papers and
magazines as a child, but never thought that
someone from my background could become
a journalist. My love of rock music probably
started around 1958 to 1959, and I bought my
first record in 1960.

Photos courtesy of nbc.com

Guests Kevin Nealon (left) and Harland Williams fumble through
their respective improvisational scenes in "Thank God You're Here."

everyone is cut out for improvised comedy. Thankfully,
these people are replaced by
the next episode, and aren’t
around long enough to be
truly annoying.
People interested in this
show should beware of its
host, David Alan Grier (“In
Living Color”). He’s basically dead weight, if dead
weight were capable of babbling incessantly. He’s not a
funny host, and it’s difficult
to see why he got the job.
But Foley is an excellent
judge. He’s always got something clever to say, but isn’t
presumptuous enough to try
to steal anyone’s thunder.
He’s not the main event, and
he knows it.
The regular performers
who work for the show are
also superb. They’re charged

with the task of guiding each
guest through their sketch,
while also being flexible
enough to improvise with
them. The regulars know the
details of each scene, but
they have no idea how the
guest will react to it. For
this reason it’s important
for them to guide the guest
through the scene, but also
stay out of his or her way,
and they do a great job.
“Thank God You’re Here”
isn’t a must-see comedy, but
those with little to do at 8
p.m. Wednesdays will find
the show entertaining. It’s no
“Whose Line is it Anyway?”
but it’s the only show that
pits “Star Trek’s” George
Takei against Tom Green in
a battle of weirdness. That
should be enough to get
most people interested.

Q: When did you decide to combine these
two passions?
A: In 1969, I was reading “The Beatles
Monthly,” which was the group’s official fan
magazine. I thought I could do better than
the writers featured, and so I sent in a piece.
I didn’t think any more about it, but then
received a check in the post. The magazine
stopped publication at the end of 1969, so I
was glad to have been included.
Q: Who was the most interesting (or
eccentric) person about whom you wrote?

A: Most eccentric would have to be Van
Morrison, who tried to get his manager to
buy up every copy on publication to get it
off the market. All of my subjects have been
interesting, but I particularly liked working
with U2 because of the shared sympathies.
U2 embodied a vision I had in 1970 for
Christian involvement in the arts.
Q: Can you tell me a little bit about
“Imagine: A Vision for Christians in the
Arts”?
A: It’s a call for Christians to be involved
in the general arts scene creating work that
expresses a worldview rather than concentrating on religion in the narrowest sense of
that word.
Q: Any final thoughts?
A: Yes. Wow – it’s nearly 1 a.m., and I
should be in bed.
Steve Turner is scheduled to appear at Taylor
at 4 p.m. today, in Modelle Metcalf Visual Arts
Center Room 002.
He will be lecturing about one of his most recent
books, entitled "Imagine: A Vision for Christians
in the Arts."

KSAC displays the art of sports

Photos by Ellen Koch
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Shown here is Arlene (Friesen) Parsons' art exhibit, entitled "What's in a game?". "Overall, I wanted to
visually express to the campus community what Taylor’s volleyball program has meant to me over the
years," Parsons said about her works. "What's in a game?" is currently on display in the Kesler Student
Activities Center, and is on track to stay up for the remainder of the year.

O
pinions
Do unto others
By Amy Watkins
Columnist
Would it surprise you to
learn the government is purposely discriminating against
a group of Americans? Such
treatment seems leftover
from the pre-civil rights era,
but it is happening right now
all around the country.
What is more shocking is
many Christians not only
condone these actions, but
actively advocate them. I am
talking about the denial of
equal rights to homosexuals.
Before you label me a misguided liberal sympathizer,
let me explain exactly what
rights I mean.
When most people think
of giving homosexuals equal
rights, their minds immediately jump to gay marriage,
but that is not what I am supporting here.
Homosexuals are currently discriminated against
at either the state or federal
level in these ways and others: (1) They may not serve
in the military, (2) they may
be denied jobs or housing, (3)
they may not be allowed to
adopt children and (4) they
may be arrested for having
consensual sex with an adult
in their own home.
I submit that all of these
restrictions are wrong for a
number of reasons.
The first and most legally
important is the U.S. Constitution prohibits the singling
out of a specific individual
or group for the removal
of rights. Amendment XIV
promises everyone within
U.S. jurisdiction “equal protection of the laws.”
Conceptions of “liberty
and justice for all” are also
deeply rooted in the history
of our nation. Jefferson wrote
that all humans “are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” Lincoln spoke
of a nation “conceived in
liberty and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are
created equal.”
If the U.S. is going to deprive a group of citizens of
the equal protection of the

laws, it must first be proven
that such discriminatory
laws are preventing some
great social harm or that they
serve some compelling interest. I will now explain why
the following suggestions are
not valid.
Giving homosexuals equal
rights provides an “occasion to
sin.” God gave humans free
will for a reason. It is not
our job to prevent all sin in
the world. Also, there are far
more socially harmful sins
that Christians often ignore.
If the government doesn’t discriminate against homosexuality, it essentially gives it a stamp
of approval. This is similar to
saying that the government
approves of cigarette smoking, which is clearly not the
case. The government’s job is
not to set moral standards on
every issue.
Homosexuality undermines
the family and society. While
the presence of homosexuality in our culture is certainly not ideal, we should
not be so foolish as to think
that heterosexuals provide a
perfect example of values. I
have not seen any evidence
to suggest that homosexuality is destroying the institution of the family. A number
of other sins have proved far
more harmful in this area.
Homosexuality is a choice
that doesn’t need to be protected
by the government. Years of
professional research suggest certain people do have
greater tendencies toward
homosexuality. Even if this
were not the case, homosexuals are still full citizens and
deserve to be protected by
the laws.
The French philosopher
Voltaire said, “Is it any wonder that there are atheists in
the world, when the church
behaves so abominably?”
I wonder, do Christians
really think they can change
the behavior of homosexuals
or display the love of Christ
to them by removing their
civil liberties?
It is important to remember the extent to which we
remove the freedom of others is the extent to which we
cheapen our own freedom.
Let us not do to others
what we would never want
them to do to us. Rather, let
us remember these words
from the ultimate philosopher: “Do unto others as you
would have them do unto
you” (Matthew 7:12).

Modesty: applicable to all
By Katherine Gration
Dear Taylor students,
It seems as if spring may
finally be here to stay, for a
while, anyway. With the onset of this beautiful, warm
weather comes the mandatory all-hall meetings to discuss the importance of dressing modestly.
I’m not sure how this is addressed in the men’s dorms,
but in the women’s, we're
told that our bodies can be
stumbling blocks for our
brothers in Christ. So often
do we hear this phrase used:
“Ladies, do not cause your
brother to stumble.”
Now I totally agree that
women need to dress modestly, mostly because we respect ourselves as individuals and because we want to
glorify God with our bodies.
But I’m a little tired of the
double standard.
Men, we respect you by
trying to dress modestly, so
respect us and do the same.
I know the convenience of a
“shirts vs. skins” game and
that the student handbook
says men don’t have to wear

Opinions

a shirt during athletic activities, but the truth is a man
without a shirt on is a stumbling block for a woman.
You may say, “Women are
not as visually stimulated by
skin,” but believe me, many
of us are. I don’t think it’s unreasonable to ask the godly
men on this campus to keep
their shirts on when they’re
in public areas.
I would rather not have to
close my eyes while walking on the sidewalk to my
Bible class. That gets me
thinking about things our
Father would prefer I not
think about, just as I’m sure
the sight of a low-cut tank
top gets some men thinking
about things they shouldn’t.
So, I’ll help you out on
your walk with Christ and
dress the way he wishes me
to, and I’ll confront my sisters when I see them in inappropriate clothes.
And, men, help your sisters out with our walk and
remind yourselves and your
brothers to respect us by
keeping your shirts on. I
know you won’t let us down,
so thank you.
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letters to the editor

Mess with a child . . . and you die
By Jana Meulink
In our Christian subculture, there are certain issues
we’re expected to be opinionated about, providing a
pocketful of verses that support these opinions.
I know how I’m supposed
to feel, and I’m certain I
could whip out any number
of Bible verses to back up
any opinion I could pretend
to have.
But to be honest, regarding
most of the hot topics of today’s American society (e.g.,
abortion, capital punishment,
homosexuality), I don’t have
a full-formed opinion. I have
plenty of thoughts, but never
have really given them the
time to develop into something substantial.
Just recently, an opinion
has unwittingly formed in
my mind, and it runs contrary to the typical Christian
sentiment concerning the is-

sue of capital punishment.
I believe any form of child
mistreatment — whether it
be abuse, sexual molestation, neglect, etc.— not only
warrants, but mandates, the
death penalty.
Child abuse is seemingly
more prevalent in today’s society, and it needs to stop immediately. It shouldn’t be tolerated in any way, shape or
form. Therefore, I believe the
worst possible punishment
is necessary. This is serious
business — you mess with a
child, you die. The end.
Excuse the cliché, but children are the future. I believe
this wholeheartedly. I have
to; I’m an educator.
When someone harms a
young child, it does irrevocable physical, emotional and
mental damage to that child.
Children are so precious; they
deserve every opportunity to
thrive in this fallen world. To
cut them down when they’ve

hardly even begun to live is
inexcusable.
I also firmly believe you
can see a person's soul when
he or she interacts with a
child. My opinions regarding certain individuals have
completely changed by simply watching them play with
little kids.
Children expose us for
what we really are. Therefore, if you commit a heinous
act against a child, I can only
conclude that inside you are
ugly and truly depraved.
I know this is where I’m
expected to break out some
Bible verses. I could mention when Jesus summoned
the little children to him, the
numerous Proverbs that give
advice on child rearing, or
even the Old Testament verses in which God commands
the Israelites to put the perverse among them to death.
But I’m not going to mention them. (No need to point

out that I just did — it’s
called irony.) Too often when
we play “the Bible card,” it
means we’re afraid to be argued with and therefore hide
behind the Word. I really
don’t care if you think I’m
wrong. That’s your opinion;
this is mine.
I know the greatest challenge awaiting me in my professional life will be forgiving parents (and others) I’ll
encounter who have scarred
my students in some way.
I already choke on anger
caused by parents of broken
kindergarteners I work with
on a weekly basis.
Forgiveness in this regard
is extremely difficult for me.
God must be truly amazing
and gracious if he manages
to forgive someone who has
harmed a child. I don’t know
if I can muster up that kind of
forgiveness. In my opinion,
anyone who hurts a child
does not deserve to live.

moments of his life and flying a private jet (which,
might I suggest, adds to CO2
levels), he shared facts about
our environment.
But in a politician’s style,
he hurried through facts and
didn’t show them on the
film’s full screen. How hard
would that have been?
Because of this, I’m skeptical that the battle over the
environment is becoming
more political. However, this
doesn’t change the fact that
we could still do more to improve our environment for
future generations.
Some people are skeptical,
claiming global warming is a
myth. While the earth does
go through cycles of warmth
and cold, the past 10 years
have been some of the hottest on record. It seems to

only make sense, considering the correlation between
CO2 levels and temperature
records throughout the past,
that global warming is at
least somewhat real.
Small changes have been
made in some areas.
In California and Washington, D.C., a limited number of hybrid cars received
stickers allowing them to use
HOV lanes because of their
energy efficiency.
In San Francisco, plastic
bags are no longer used in
grocery stores, encouraging the use of non-pollutant
cloth bags instead.
But I feel that the government could still make many
more changes. For example:
stronger recycling programs,
some type of tax cuts for environment-friendly choices

like cloth grocery bags, energy-efficient products and
much less reliance on petroleum products. After all,
when we improve the environment, we’re also improving the state of our country.
Even if discussions about
environmental issues continue to become more political,
I want to encourage you not
to become cynical, but to be
concerned about the world
around you.
It’s easy for those of you
living in dorms to throw
your plastics and paper into
the recycling bins beside the
trash can. But what about
when you move off-campus
or have your own place?
What kind of world do
you want to give your greatgrandchildren? I encourage
you to care.

Incentives to be environment-conscious
By Crystal Smith
As a political issue, it’s
been thrown into our faces
more than ever: We’re polluting the earth. Between our
cars, waste and consumption
of water, heat and light, there
are several changes we could
make to our lifestyles.
There are small changes
we’ve all heard about: Use
energy-efficient light bulbs
and appliances; use recycled
paper, and carpool.
But I feel that, in order for
U.S. citizens to make significant changes, the government should provide more
incentives for us to do so.
I was mildly disappointed
last weekend after watching
the hyped film “An Inconvenient Truth.” Between clips
of Al Gore sharing dramatic

Being a poor steward
By Alex Frank

A universally agreed-upon
call for the Christian is to be
a good steward of creation.
This is most commonly manifested in exhortations not to
be wasteful and not to litter.
The call of resourcefulness
just makes good sense. Turning off the lights when no one
is around conserves money
and limited natural resources. Being wasteful flaunts
your own abundance.
It is the other issue I have
a problem with. We are constantly admonished not to
litter. The reasons behind
this make sense, at least on
the surface: We are to preserve nature, keep our spaces beautiful and make less
work for the janitorial staff.
But deeper probing reveals
some serious flaws in rationales such as these.
Though cleaning up and
keeping everything spotless sounds charitable, Taylor employs people who are
paid to do exactly that. Our
“dream of clean” would put
these people out of work; litter and disorder give these
jobs meaning.
I worked as a residence
hall janitor over the summer
and actually preferred walking into a messy area. Cleaning a room the owner had
left spotless made my work
trivial and meaningless.
My point about keeping
our spaces beautiful is that
beauty is subjective, and a
little messiness can give a
space character.
Lastly, the idea that picking up trash saves the envi-

ronment is ludicrous. If you
challenged me about littering
in a Wal-Mart parking lot, I'd
challenge you to look around
and get some perspective.
Where exactly is “God’s
creation” in this picture? The
ground is paved over, we’re
surrounded by fuel-burning
automobiles, and the building itself sure isn’t made of
mud and logs.
If I’m walking the lawn
between the music building and the DC and I litter,
what am I hurting? The grass
and trees around me aren’t
real “environment.” They’ve
been artificially planted to
create a certain aesthetic.
If you claim I’m being lazy,
consider this: Would you object to a sidewalk across the
lawn? A sidewalk would be
a permanent, ridiculously
expensive affront to the soft,
natural grass upon which we
currently walk, and all that
just to make the walk slightly
more convenient for you.
Littering is slightly more
convenient for me. And
throwing away my trash
means it will get shipped to
a dump somewhere, and I
think we can all agree that
trash dumps are the most
heinous offenders to environmental purity.
Now I’m not advocating
stupidity. I simply encourage
you to give serious thought
to your convictions before becoming zealous about them,
and if you see people littering in a parking lot, think
how much damage they’re
actually causing before you
condemn them as being poor
stewards of God’s creation.
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baseball falls
TU softball sweeps SAU TU
11-8 to Anderson
By Amy Watkins
Contributor

The Taylor softball team
(9-20, 6-6) had thrilling
back-to-back performances
against Spring Arbor University (24-22, 10-6) Tuesday,
coming away with a pair
of Mid-Central Conference
wins during the last week of
the regular season.
Freshman pitcher Jessica Fankhauser, named
MCC Pitcher of the Week,
jumpstarted Taylor’s spectacular play in the opening
game. After giving up a solo
home run in the first inning,
Fankhauser shut down the
Spring Arbor offense, striking out 11 batters.
“Jess Fankhauser threw
a solid game and was able
to keep their offense from
stringing together multiple
hits,” senior first baseman
Amy Richardson said. “We
basically played error-free
softball, which is the key to
winning games.”
The Lady Trojans got on
the board in the first inning
with two runs off a wild
pitch and had another offensive breakthrough in the bottom of the fifth inning.
After sophomore outfielder Laurie Shumaker and
junior shortstop Erica Yoder
added a pair of runs, fresh-

By Ryan Schmucker
Contributor
with Andrew Neel
Sports Editor

man third baseman Elizabeth
Lewellen hit a double that
allowed sophomore catcher
Lindsey Arnold to give the
Lady Trojans a 5-1 victory.
“That was some really
heads up, smart base-running, which is exactly what
we want to see at this point
in our season,” Coach Stephanie Smith said. “At that
point, it seemed like things
were going our way.”
Things continued to go
Taylor’s way in the second
game of the doubleheader.
Richardson led the batting
performance with a 4-4 outing, and sophomore pitcher
Jill Tomaszewski held off

Spring Arbor’s offense to allow for the 5-4 victory.
Yoder feels the team is currently playing its best softball of the season.
“Our pitchers are throwing
well, our defense is solid and
our bats are producing runs,”
Yoder said. “At this point, it
doesn’t matter who we play.
We know we can beat them if
we play our game.”
Smith saw the true team
effort as the most important
factor in the Lady Trojans’
performance.
“I think when we are completely thinking about our
teammates more than ourselves, there’s not a team in

our conference that’s better
than we are,” she said.
According to Richardson,
communication is another
key to the Trojans’ success.
“A key to staying mentally
intense for both games of a
doubleheader is continuing
to talk to your teammates
throughout,” she said. “It
starts in the dugout with the
girls on the bench communicating if runners are stealing,
if the batter is going to bunt,
et cetera, and just cheering
the girls on the field on.”
Taylor hosts Huntington
3 p.m. today and Goshen 1
p.m. Saturday to wrap up its
regular season.

The Taylor baseball team
entered Monday’s nine-inning contest against nonconference rival Anderson
University one game above
.500 and fighting to finish the
regular season out strong.
The showdown with the
Ravens (16-15) was the Trojans' final non-conference
game of the season. But despite holding an early lead,
the Trojans (23-23) dropped
to .500 on the year and fell
11-8 to Anderson.
Freshman pitcher Landon
Good got the start on the
hill for the Trojans going up
against the Ravens' starter,
Evan McClain. Good pitched
five strong innings, allowing
five hits and three runs, only
one of which was earned.
Taylor jumped out to an
early lead, scoring a run in
the first off of McClain and
eventually knocking him out
of the game in the fifth, while
opening up their lead to 7-3
over Anderson.
The Ravens responded,
though, scoring one run in
the sixth, four in the seventh
with a grand slam and three
in the eighth to put the game

hoped to be over 16 feet by
this point in the season, and
I was a little worried.
“The other vaulters provided less competition than
normal. One vaulter had an
off day and another was injured. These two could have
changed the outcome had
they jumped well.”
York qualified for nationals in the 5,000 by finishing
in 17 minutes, 43.1 seconds.
“Because of the IT band
injury, I had not had a good
[5,000] race until this past
weekend, so I was excited
to finally get my time back
down to where it should be,”
she said. “I definitely slowed

down during the race some,
but I had started out fast
enough to give me an overall
qualifying time.”
Junior Elise Knapp also
placed fourth in the 5,000
with a time of 19:22.56.
The teams had several
other top finishers, including the 4x100 team of sophomores Ian Brown and Andy
Marston and freshmen Dave
Voss and Brad Wetherell,
which took first place with a
time of 43.17.
The race marked Wetherell’s first time competing in
the 4x100.
“As far as the time goes, I
don’t think it was anything

amazing,” Wetherell said,
“but it was sweet to see Ian
Brown finish us off fast and
win the race.”
Taylor junior Ryan Gregory joined Wetherell, Marston
and Voss in the 4x400, where
the team improved its time
by four seconds, taking second with a time of 3:20.17.
“This was a big step for
our 4x400,” Wetherell said.
“We really got to see what
we were capable of against
some solid competition. Everyone ran well.”
In the field events, junior
Drew Cowan placed second
in the discus throw.
“I was really happy with

my placing,” he said. “I
had some technical things
I needed to work on, and
[with] conference being this
upcoming weekend, it was
a good time to really get my
form down.”
Cowan also placed fourth
in the hammer throw.
“It was really unexpected
due to the high level of competition,” he said. “I think
that really brought out the
best in me.”
Freshman Alyssa Johnson
placed fourth in the 3,000meter steeplechase with a
time of 13:54.93, while fellow freshman Shawna Lane
placed sixth overall in the
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Freshman Jessica Fankhauser pitches in Taylor's 4-0 victory over IWU on April 18.

out of reach to seal the victory.
Finishing games strong
has been the Achilles heel of
the Trojans all year, and the
inability to execute was evident once again on Monday.
“We had a lot of energy
coming out of the gate against Anderson,” freshman
Wade Rychener said, “but
our concentration dwindled
late in the game.”
Sophomore Kevin Pence
led the Ravens' offensive attack with three hits, three
runs and six RBIs.
Senior Christian Burrell,
sophomore Paul Passiales
and Rychener led Taylor at
the plate by collecting two
hits each.
The Trojans will play Friday at Indiana Wesleyan
University and complete the
series on Saturday.
The MCC tournament begins Monday and will conclude Thursday.
“When we get to the conference tournament we are
going to have to capitalize
on our opportunities towards the end of games,”
freshman Michael Kraynak
said. “We have been coasting
whenever we get a lead, and
for us to move on in the tournament we are going to have
to maintain our focus.”

javelin throw.
Andrea Elsman, also a
freshman, placed third in the
triple jump by clearing 33-8,
and junior Kelsey Randall
finished second.
“I was excited about taking two of the top three
places with my teammate
Kelsey,” Elsman said.
Taylor will compete today
and tomorrow in the MidCentral Conference Championships at Indiana Wesleyan
University.
“We can place better than
fifth in our conference meet,”
junior Brianna Nystrom said.
“We need everyone [to] do
their best on the same day.”

Men's track wins meet, Jones and York qualify for nationals
By Anna Daniels
Staff Writer
Seniors Mitch Jones and
Lolly York led the men's and
women's track teams' efforts
at last weekend's meet at
Olivet Nazarene University
by earning automatic bids
for the NAIA National
Championships in May.
The men’s team finished
first of 12 teams, and the
women’s team finished fifth
of 13.
Jones qualified for nationals in the pole vault, where
he cleared 15 feet, 9 inches to
take first place.
“It was a relief,” he said. “I

Men's lacrosse defeats BSU
By Brian Laing
Staff Writer

The Taylor men’s lacrosse
club went 1-1 in the Trojans’
final week of action.
Taylor held off Ball State
University Wednesday to
earn a 13-6 win at home, but
the Trojans fell 12-8 to Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh, Penn., in a game
with postseason implications
for both teams.
At Wednesday’s Ball State
game, Taylor proved that a
division B team can be a significant threat to the teams
in division A. The Trojans
trailed after the first quarter,
but senior Joel Mostad began
his scoring spree with Taylor’s only point.
In the following quarters,
Mostad continued his offensive dominance by racking
up five more goals and adding three assists.
Ball State aided the Trojans
by leading the game in penalties with 10, which ranged
from slashing to conduct. But
instead of retaliating, Taylor
used the extra man opportunities to grab the lead.
If Taylor had won its game
against the Carnegie Mellon
Tartans, the victory would
have secured the Trojans’
place in the Central Collegiate Lacrosse Association

Sports
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Sophomore Kyle Holloway wins a face-off in Saturday's game against Carnegie Mellon University
in Pittsburgh. The Trojans fell 12-8 to the Tartans, ending Taylor's postseason hopes.

tournament May 5. But with
Taylor’s loss, the Tartans
punched their ticket to the
tournament and ended Taylor's postseason hopes.
The Trojans won the first

"Taylor has proven
itself this year to be a
legitimate contender."
-Brent Moeller-

quarter 4-1 as attackmen junior Brent Moeller, freshman
Jeremy Cates and Mostad

and freshman midfielder
Chey West each scored a goal
for Taylor.
Senior goalie Jon Bohannan kept Taylor in the lead by
making five solid saves. But
even with the lead, the Trojans could not keep up with
the Tartans' scoring power in
the remaining periods.
“The game reports stated
that [the Tartans] had a tendency to score in three to
four goal bursts,” Bohannan
said. “They worked our de-

fense harder than any team
thus far.”
After Carnegie Mellon
wore down the Trojans’ defense in the first quarter, the
Tartans won 16 of 18 faceoffs and later took the lead to
grab the win.
“In the first quarter we
cleared the ball well, but they
changed the way they rode
our midfielders for the rest of
the game,” West said. “You
don’t get points on the board
if you can’t clear the ball.”

One of the main offensive
letdowns came when the
Trojans failed to score in the
third quarter. Like his teammates, freshman defenseman
Steve Stallings was not satisfied with the Trojans’ control
of the ball.
“We generally shut them
down on our defensive end,
and when we got it down to
their goal, we held on. But
the middle of the field looked
like a game of field hockey,”
Stallings said. “Neither team
could keep the ball or make
consistently good passes to
the offense.”
Despite the slew of
dropped balls on both sides,
the Trojans displayed their
soundness and potential as a
team, according to players.
Mostad scored one of his
most impressive goals of the
season in the fourth quarter, when Moeller bounced
a pass to him for Mostad’s
fourth goal of the game.
Although Taylor men’s
lacrosse will not play at the
CCLA tournament, Moeller
was still pleased with the
team’s effort.
“I couldn’t be more proud
of my team,” he said. “We
never gave up fighting. Taylor has proven itself this year
to be a legitimate contender,
and I expect bigger things for
us next season.”

Trojans Sports
(Home games in bold)

Track

(Men)
1st of 12, Olivet Nazarene
(Women)
5th of 13, Olivet Nazarene
Upcoming events:
Friday-Saturday
MCC Championships
(at Indiana Wesleyan)

Baseball

(23-23, 9-10)
L, 4-3 Bethel
W, 14-1 Bethel
L, 11-8 Anderson
(Rain delay vs. IWU)

Upcoming games:
Friday
at Indiana Wesleyan TBA
Saturday
at Indiana Wesleyan TBA
Monday-Thursday
MCC Tournament TBA

Softball

(9-20, 6-6)
L, 3-2 Marian
L, 1-0 Marian
W, 5-1 Spring Arbor
W, 5-4 Spring Arbor
(Rain delay vs. Goshen)
Upcoming games:
Friday
Huntington 3 p.m.
Saturday
Goshen 1 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday
MCC Tournament TBA

